
Athletics Canada’s Enhanced Individual Athlete Funding 

“Tokyo 2020 Targeted Medal Program” 
 

 

Athletics Canada is pleased to announce the continued support and investment in 

podium excellence leading up to the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games.  This 

program encompasses a targeted approach supporting athletes who’s performances 
demonstrate their progression towards podium results at the 2020 Olympic and 

Paralympic Games.  

  

Four performance indicators will be considered when evaluating an athlete’s potential:  

(1) Results from previous World Championships and Olympic Games (2) international 

world ranking, (3) podium performance pathways, and (4) current event trends. 

 

Aligned and supported by our major funding partner, Own the Podium, this program will 
ensure access to world class sport science and sport medicine services, along with the 
necessary warm weather training camps and international competition opportunities for 
our podium potential athletes as they prepare for 2020. 
 

At the beginning of each year throughout this new quadrennial (2017-2020), the 2020 

Targeted Medal Program will adjust the approach and delivery of the program to ensure 

the objective remains focused towards 2020 podium performances.  This program will 

provide “Enhanced Individual Athlete Funding” to ensure our athletes continue to close 
the gap towards podium success in 2020.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2017 Athletics Canada’s Enhanced Individual Athlete Funding (2017-2018) 

 

To receive or continue to receive Enhanced Individual Athlete Funding in the 2017-2018 

fiscal year, athletes will be required to maintain or improve their performances in 

accordance with the criteria set out below: 

 

Tier 1 (Based on results from the 2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games): 

 

Olympic Program:   Podium Result (top 3). 

Paralympic Program:   Gold medal performance.  

 

Tier 2 (Based on results from the 2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games): 

 

Olympic Program: Finalist Top 8: All track events 800m and under 

including hurdles and Combined Events  

Top 12:  All field events, 1500m, 3000m 

Steeplechase, 5000m, 10000m 

Top 15: Race Walk and Marathon 

 

Paralympic Program:   Medalist and or Top IPC ranked in 2016 (2016 & 

2020 Paralympic Games Medal Events “if known 
and as directed by IPC”) 

 

Tier 3     

Olympic Program: Podium Potential (NextGen) at the 2020 Olympic 

Games based on meeting the performance targets 

4 years away from 2020 Olympic Games as 

outlined in Athletics Canada’s Podium Pathway 
(link to be attached).  

 

Paralympic Program:   Podium Potential (NextGen) at the 2020 

Paralympic Games – based on meeting the 

performance targets outlined within Athletics 

Canada’s Point Score Table (link to be 

attached) 

 

*Additional athletes may be selected by Athletics Canada Chief Technical Officer/Head 

Coach on the basis of achieving an ‘Exceptional Performance’. 
 

 

 



Exceptional Performance: Subject to the criteria of the Targeted Medal Program, 

Athletes may be added throughout the year by Athletics Canada’s Chief Technical 
Officer / Head Coach if an ‘exceptional performance’ has been achieved. The Chief 

Technical Officer/Head Coach will rely on the following criteria to define exceptional 

performances compared to the average performance of the last 3 major games*: 

 

 Tracking to qualify to finish top 8 track (800m and under) & combined-events, 

top 12 (field, 1500m, 3000m Steeplechase, 5000m, 10000m), finish top 15 (Race 

Walk and Marathon) 

 Achieve an outdoor performance that is tracking two to three years away from a 

potential Olympic podium performance within Athletics Canada’s Podium 
Performance Pathway  

 Paralympic performance result equivalent to a minimum 900 points in the 

Athletics Canada’s Point score table in the event for 2020 Paralympic Games 

Events 

 Repeatability of performance will be considered 

 IAAF World Ranking and IPC World ranking will be considered 

 Event performance trends will be considered within the last 4 years 

 

* 2013, 2015, IAAF World Championships and 2016 Olympic Games 

* 2013, 2015, IPC World Championships and 2016 Paralympic Games 

 

Individual Athlete Performance Plan (IAPP) 

To be included in this Program, athletes and their coaches are expected to submit a 
Yearly Plan, which clearly maps out the athlete’s training, planned competitions and 
other activities that are deemed necessary to achieve expected performances. 
 

This plan will be submitted to the Chief Technical Officer / Head Coach (or his 
representative) for review at the end of each season and will cover all aspects of the 
athletes’ preparation (competition, training camps, testing, medical screening, etc.)  Our 
objective is to help athletes reach their goals, and to do so, it is imperative that 
Athletics Canada is aware of how targeted athletes are progressing in their plan and 
what resources and assistance will be required. Note that the level of support, services 
and resources provided to athletes in the same tier may be different; and will depend 
in part on the CTO/Head Coach’s assessment of the IAPP/budget submitted, as well as 
the extent to which additional services and resources are expected to contribute to the 
narrowing of identified performance gaps. 
 

 

 


